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We notice1! (be utlier day the appearance of
an anonymous pamphlet, modestly entitled ,4An

Appeal to the Democracy of Virginia." It is
signed "A Virginian." Feeling a natural
anxiety that this glorious old Commonwealth
¦hould have the benefit of honest counsels in
the upproachiug nominal ion at Cincinnati, we

turned to the tract with so much of disinterest¬
edness in its title, and having (bund that it was

a selfish and invidious commendation of one

of the prominent candidates of the Democratic
party, we have felt it our duty to expose, and coun¬

teract it; and moreover to give, in the shape
of an appeal to the whole South, some reasons

to prove the following propositions :

1st. That the Democracy of the South is
uuder no obligation in honor or in policy to

bestow their electoral votes upon Mr. Pierce,
at the Cincinnati National Convention.

2d. That the Democracy of the South having
tested the devotion of Mr. Buchanan to their
rights, may consistently, honorably, and ad¬
vantageously support him mh the most eligible
and appropriate nominee of that convention.

Before taking up these propositions, we pause
a moment to deprive the anonymous pamphlet)
to which we have referred, of that . claim to

public Coubideraliou, which might be based
upon its title or its signature. And as we like
that system of ratiocinatiou, by which the
origin of an act is to be inferred from its coin¬
cidents and consequences, we wiil state the
reasons which justify the opinon that be is an

office-holder in the District, and not a Vir¬

ginian.
We infer that the pamphleteer is a District

office-holder, because the field swarms with

gentlemeu who have no other means of signa
lizing their fealty to the treasury than by
anonymous hosannas to the hand that holds
the key. They are naturally desirous to renew

their policies, and effect an insurance upon
their salaries for the four years to come. We
infer that he is not a Virginian, because he
neither avows the principles nor respects the
usages of that ancient, honorable, and con¬

sistent Dominion, and because his counsels are

neither those of a citizen nor of a true friend.
It has become our duty to demonstrate that

Virginia and the South are under no obliga¬
tions to support Mr. Pierce for a renoniination,
because the pamphleteer, in common with
other partisans, insists that Virgiuia having
established his claim " to her gratitude and
confidence by devotion to tbe principles, at¬

tachment tr» ' -.use, and the most splendid
success iq ». of her rights and interests,"
it would be e<;u**;/ "ungrateful ai.J unwise in
her now to desert him."

This assumption places Mr. Pierce upon the
high ground of a public benefactor, whose con¬

tinuance iu office is indispensable to the main¬
tenance of those principles which he has
avowed. It lays Virginia and the South under
a chivalrous obligation to sacrifice their in¬
terests rather than forfeit their fidelity. Let
us examine if this be so, for, if it were, we

confess it would be conclusive of the question.
Tbe Democratic party in Virginia in 1852 laid
down Mr. Buchanan, its first choice, and cast

their vote for Mr. Pierce. It did so on the
principle that no local or personal preference
should be permitted to interfere with the suc¬

cess of tbe Democratic party. If it should
appear that the success of that party would be
promoted by laying down Mr. Pierce in 1856,
and taking up some other substitute, and that
substitute should be Mr. Buchanan, it would
not only illustrate an exalted devotion to prin¬
ciple, but become an act of political retribution.
Butdoes the South owe Mr. Pierce an obligation,
which exposes it to the harsh denunciation of
the pamphleteer and others, if it shall bestow
its support upon any one else?
The Presidency of the United States ia the

highest office within the gift of the people.
Thousands are born and die with an ungrati-
fied aspiration to enjoy its honors. Mr. Pierce
has been by the people called from private life

. to occupy this office. For four years he has
received a princely income. lie has com¬

manded the armies and directed the navy of
the Republic; he has held the custody of its
treasures. He has conducted the intercourse
between this nation and others, aud his name

will be connected with all of national achieve¬
ment during his administration. He has the
power of a press fed by public patronage; it
daily records his deeds, and advocates, with
every circumstance of adulation, a renewal of
the commission now aboat to expire under the
periodical limitation imposed by the Constitu¬
tion. He has taken from his antagonists and
bestowed upon his friends the offices and sala¬
ries of the Government. In return for these
honors and substantial advantages the Repub¬
lic ha* received the personal services of the
incumbent, rendered according to the best
lights within him. This is a fair statement of
the relation between them. Now, we do Mr.
Pierce no injustice when we assert that he can¬

not so far have surpassed by the uplendtjr and
solidity of his services the aggrefrate of honors
thus conferred upon him as to lay the party to
which be owes all that he is, under a positive
obligation that nothing but a renewal of their
favor can repay. He is but the servant of the
people, and can do no more by the most con¬

scientious and efficient discharge of his duties,
than earn the considerations upon which they
were based. To say that the Republic own
him or any other man a renewal of any office

conferred, is to recognize a relation that
cannot under a Democratic theory of govern¬
ment exist. Wo think that the most servile of
his adulators should admit that Mr. Pierce has
at least received the value of his services, and
that the Republic can owe him no further or

higher reward than the udmission that he has
dune his duly.

But this assumption of an obligation due to
Mr. Pierce is inadvertently destroyed by the
pamphleteer, who so far drops the Virginia
mask, as to state amongst the reasons which
should actuate the South to (support Mr. Pierce
for a second term, that " if a President is as¬

sured that after a lapse of four years, he must

inevitably return to a society where slavery is
not tolerated and it# friends are persecuted, he
will not be disposed to sacrifice the happiness
of his life in the service of a people be uiay
never see again." But, "it is added,'' if the
South will hold out to a northern President an

assurance of support for another term, they of
fer him an almost inevitable inducement to

support their interests. The South must avail
itaell of any expedient of self-protection.
There is no dishonor in yoking the ambition
of men to its car."

Now, Mr. Pierce is within both the terms of
the category of characters to which this policy
would apply. He is a "northern" man and
the "President." Therefore, according to this
casuist, unless assured that he will not be al"

lowed "to return to a society where slavery is
not tolerated," he may not bo disposed to sacri¬
fice his happiness for the inadequate consider-
tion of a single term ; to stipulate lor the re

newal of his official lease will "constitute an

almost inevitable inducement'' to him to serve

the interests of the South. .

This open and flagrant intimation of the

price which is yet to be paid for his services,
and the penalty of refusing to -secure them,
would alone warrant the people whose suffrages
are asked on the score ol magnanimity, to re¬

fuse them 4.11 the ground of self-preservation,
and of self-reapcct. Such an avowal, at least,
releases the South from any obligation.it any
existed.to renew a mark of confidence thus
shown to have l>een susceptible of perversion
to the most, mercenary purposes.
But since ibegrouud of moral obligation has

been thus virtually abandoned, let us examine
the expediency o! renominating Mr. Pierce
upon the principles thus alleged to actuate

bini. In the refutation of the argument in

favor of the policy proposed, we distinctly deny
that the charge against the natives of one great
section of the Union arc true;.though of

course, the advocates of an individual have a

ri^ht to make any special admissions which

please them, and to sacrifice the claim to

the integrity of their candidate, if they can

thereby more effectually promote his in¬
terests. If it Le, however, true that "a
Northern" President, is so mercenary, let us

see how far he would be bound to the car of
the South by a proume to confer upon him a

renewal of his office. If the doubt in regard
to the renomination of a Northern President
will render the course of his administration
uncertain, the certainty that be could not be
continued in office beyond the second term

would release him from any obligation to con¬

form his actions during that term to the inte¬
rests of the South. The practical result of the
re-election of such an incumbent would be
this: Having conducted his administration
during his first term to secure the support of
the South for a second, he would so direct it

during the second, as to make his return to

the bosom of that " society where slavery is
not tolerated," as pleasant as possible. With the
accumulated savings of eight years of public
station, and the treacherous recantation of)
every sentiment obnoxious to " that society
which does not tolerate slavery,'' we should
find "a Northern President" compassing the
two great objects of decievitig his sectional
antagonists out of a competency, and recon¬

ciling his alienated fellow citizens by sancti¬
monious professions, and a judicious applica¬
tion of the spoils of successful duplicity If a

sincere, though fanatical, people could be made

parties to such a scheme, it would be but the

story of some pirate, who undertakes to ap¬
pease the outraged law by pretended penitence,
and the profuse bestowal of the fruits of iniquity
upon the altars of power or of superstition.

But we are glail that such imputations upon
the honor of the North, and such infamous
counsels to the Democracy of the South, exist
but upon the ephemeral pages of an election
pamphlet.

It is, indeed, a publication obscure, anony¬
mous, irresponsible, and almost liable to the
suspicion that it has been written by some ene

my of the Democratic Party, to subject that
party to the imputation of advising doctrines
so dishonest, and tolerating advisers so reck¬
less and inconsistent.

We, however, content ourselves with having
disproved any obligation on the Southern De¬
mocracy to sustain Mr. Pierce for renomina¬
tion, and cheerfully acqnit him of the imputa¬
tion to which the unscrupulous zeal of his in¬
visible advocate has subjected him.

But Mr. Pierce is not the most eligible nomi¬
nee that the South can at this time select. A
magnanimous sacrifice of local and sectional
preferences to the common good of the Demo¬
cratic party, resulted in his election, by a ma

jority almost unparalleled in our electoral
annals. The destinies of the Democratic partv
were committed to his hands, and he avowed
his policy and principles in an inaugural ad¬
dress, which received the commendation of all
men. But the acclamations with which he
retired from the east portico of the Capitol were

succeeded by murmurs of discontent. Under
some unhappy idea, that the sacrifice of all
selfish preferences for the common good, which
had selected him for its type and agent, was
but the result of bis own popularity, he be
lieved that he was the political Messiah, at
whose advent all the animosities which sepa¬
rate parties were to be harmonized. Under
this delusion, he summoned to his presence the
old guard of Democracy and of the Constitu
tion, bronzed by the compaigns, and grey with
the trials of a life of service. He asked them
to fraternize wilh the stipendiaries of abolition
who had encumbered the Democratic arm in
the recent conflict. He passed over their battle
scarred ranks, disregarded the emblems of
courage and fidelity, which Jefferson and
Jackson, and Polk, had conferred upon tbem,
and bade them divide their pay, and abdicate
their honors in favor of these raw and dubious
auxilinries. I hat Bronson and Dickinson
should have been so much enraged as to draw-!
Off, and organize these veferai, UUISCSS for
their own independent protection.that the
old guard should have spurned both the aJJi
ance and the allegiance, was to have been e*

'

pected from their brave and patriotic nature;
but that tbey xhould have steadily preserved
their fidelity to tho Democratic party, aud re¬

sisted the seductive appeals of its enemies,
proves that there are some " Northern" meu to

whom 4,an assurance of support for the Presi¬
dency" does not constitute an irresistible in¬
ducement to abandon their principles.
For there cau be no doubt that Mr. Pierce,

by admitting the claims of the Freesoil De¬
mocracy to an equal participation in the pat
ronage of the Governmeut without having re¬

quired any renunciation of their principles or

purposes.by removing such National De¬
mocrats as liropson from office because they
refused to fraternize with these intruders, and

by promising to such unshriveu enemies of the
Union as General Dix the most, honorable and

responsible offices in his gilt, has so exaspe¬
rated the National Democracy of the North,
that they will in no event unite upon his sup¬
port. Indeed, they demand "his head in a

chitrger" as a condition of any co-operation
with the Democratic party in the ensuing can¬

vass. It is well known that no ticket can suc¬

ceed unless it unites the whole conservative
vote. It is equally obvious that with the vote

of the National Democrats either in opposition
or neutrality, conservative success is impossi¬
ble. Nor can any who look to the success of
the Democratic party in the eusuing contest as

indispensable to the prosperity, perhaps to the

permanence of our Government, deny that the
vote of New York will be a most important
figure in the electoral column of the victor;
aud the same may be said of the great States
of the Northwest. Nowhere is the hatred of
the National Democrats against fanaticism
more intense than in the States of Indiana,
Illinois, und Ohio, and nowhere do they de¬
mand with more determination to be led to

combat by come national, consistent, and reso¬

lute Democrat, free from any personal impedi¬
ments which would impair his efficiency and
divert the public mind upon collateral and im¬
material issues. But Mr. Pierie has incurred
another disability, inevitable, perhaps, by an

Executive incumbent. He has, in the distri¬
bution of official patronage, incensed aud
offended thousands, who are now lying in wait
for an opportunity to repay what they choose
to deem an unjust disregard of their claims.
This element of opposition, to extent un¬

scrupulous and revengeful.an interest which
will not hesitate to destroy even the temple
dedicated to Democratic harmony, if it can

thereby reach those who are obnoxious.is
dangerous and to be deprecated. Executive
patronage has been unhappily of late years re¬

garded as the persona] perquisite of the in¬

cumbent; aud the Administration of Mr.
Pierce has so far advanced in this improper
policy, as to consider the distribution of this

patronage a legitimate means of promoting
not only the personal interests of the Execu¬
tive, but each department, with a wary view
to the future.casts its favors upon the politi¬
cal waters, that, after many days, they may be
returned with usury to the giver. If, then, this
valuable material of influence, committed to the
Administration as a fiducial deposit for the bene¬
fit ofthe Democratic party, has been wasted and
lost in selfish and unworthy application to the
personal advancement of those who hold it,
they can but expect indulgence for a perverted
trust, and can, with no shadow of justice, ask
an indemnity for an injudicious speculation.
It is an adventure made with a fiduciary fund,
and the profit or loss must be a matter of per¬
sonal settlement. Without assenting to the
proposition of the pamphleteer, that the South
" should avail itself of any expedient of self-
protection," it must be admitted that the pa-
tronnge of the Federal Government has be¬
come a material element of political success,
and may be honorably employed to enhance
the chauces of victory. It is the military
chest and the magazine of political warfare;
but this important element has been totally ex¬

pended by the existing Administration. Gen¬
eral Pierce is emphatically out of ammunition.
If continued in power be cau make no mate¬
rial change in the official personnel of the
pajty. There can be small hope of vacancies
or of promotion. It is well known, moreover,
that an office-holder who has been withdrawn
for some years from the locality where he has
been active and translated to Washington, has
no more influence than if be had been dead
for the same length of lime. Upon the other
band, the Black Republican party is openly in
the field for recruits. It is offering pay,
bounty, and plunder. It will run anew the
Missouri line of office, and will promote no one

to station or salary who is not at heart a Free-
soiler. The Democratic party will need some

of this element of patronage. It must be at

least able to counteract the designs of its an¬

tagonists by offering an equivalent induce¬
ment ; the present Administration will, as we

have shown, have none to bestow. It has even

given to the Freesoilers the insane hope of se

curing their services by a number of valuable
offices, which it cannot take away without ac¬

knowledging in the face of the world the con¬

sideration upon which it was bestowed. Any
attempt on the part of this Administration to
evict the stipendiaries from office, would result
in an exposure of the true consideration upon
which its bestowal had been founded. The
Freesoilers of the North will, in the next
Presidential campaign, actually employ the
patronage of a Democratic Administration to
secure the success of its direst enemies. The
present Administration cannot, therefore, shrive
itself from the sin ofFreesoil appointments with
out an exposure fata) to the pretensions of the
Democratic party in the South to consistency
and good faith. It iri/l require a new Admin
titration to turn out the freesoilers from office.
The present does not dare to do it.
We think it perfectly plain, therefore, that

Mr. Pierce, having incurred unpopularity by
the injudicious bestowal of the inUnenco con¬

fided to him by the Democratic party, has im¬
paired his efficiency as a candidate; whilst the
fact of his having nothing to bestow, leaves him
so much the less useful. We have, then, shown
lhat the' Democratic party is not responsible
for this position of affairs, and therefore can¬
not in justice or wisdom be expected to bestow
its suffrages upon a candidate who has drawn
upon himself gucb a formidable disability.
We care not to enumerate any other objection
which may have grown out of the position to
which Mr. Pierce has been elevated. But tt;

may add, the public conviction is, that as men

do not govern by divine right; so it requires no

inspiration, except that of good sense, expe¬
rience, and integrity, to administer Executive
duties. We do not like that exploded doctrine
that the perpetuation of power ia particular
hands is indispensablo to the safety ot the Gov¬
ernment. On the contrary, we think iU safety
consists iu so simplifying those duties as that
they may be readily discharged by many of the
thousands who aspire to public trust amongst
us. Ill fares the vessel which has but oue man

on board competent to command or steer her.
With these views there are many men of hon¬
orable ambition who may aud do properly look
forward to the period when, by a fair appor¬
tionment of the honors of the Republic, they
may aspire to, the highest gift within its be
stowal. This is a high and houorable place,
and, to multiply the applicants for it, is to stimu¬
late the virtue and iatellectual advancement of
our people. If, then, this capital prize is to be
drawn for quadrennially, it will surely interest
more men thau if it be postponed for the pro¬
longed term of eight years. The greater the
number of public men who are thus induced
to aid the success of a political party by the
enhanced prospect of sharing ita honors, the
better the prospects of success for that party.
Such is the position and such the reasons of
modern politicians in favor of the one-term

principle. We think, then, that the renomina-
tion of Mr. Pierce is subject to many objec¬
tions; that the fact of having held office
once, gives him no claim to a re-appointment;
aud that the Democratic party, aud especially
the Southern member* of that party, are under
no obligation either in honor or policy to re¬

nominate him at the Cincinnati Convention.
But the question recurs, should the Demo¬

cratic Party, and the Southern States especial¬
ly, bestow their vote upon him ?
To this we unhesitatingly reply in the lau-

guage of our second proposition: That the
Democracy of Virginia and of the South, hav¬
ing heretofore received at the hands of Mr.
Buchanan an honest and consistent support,
and having heretofore tendered him assurances

of their confidcnce, may consistently, honora¬
bly and advantngeously confer their electoral
votes upon him, at the Cincinnati Convention.

In commencing the demonstration of this
proposition, we deny the assumption made by
the pamphleteer, that " the nomination" of any
candidate at the Cincinnati Convention will be

equivalent to an election."
Whoever will look impartially at the field

upon which the great battle ot 1856 is to be
fought, will find reason for prudent calcula¬
tion and for the deliberate accumulation of all
the conservative materials which can be com¬

manded. Let us calmly survey the grouud of
the conflict which is to be there decided.
Old parties have been broken down, chiefly

by the approbation of the people to the prin¬
ciples and policy of the Democratic Party. lo
evict that party from the administration of af¬
fairs a most extraordinary and unnatural com¬

bination of all its antogonists has been formed.
The restless, fanatical, and mercenary are slow¬
ly gathering around the Black Republican
banner. It bears but one inscription, " Down
with Slavery." To meet this formidable or-

ganizutiou and to defeat this fearful issue, the
Democracy is called to the field, but it is by
no means in perfect condition for the conflict.
It has lost the great majority under which, in

1852, it came into power. Discontent, fa¬
naticism, perhaps even its victories, has rent
asunder and embittered its sections against
each other. Whilst the great State of Penn¬
sylvania, alwayB true to the equipoise of the
constitution, gravitates to the immutable prin¬
ciples of Democracy, the State of Ohio stands
in open opposition, and New "iork is in preca¬
rious adhesion, unless her wounded sensibili¬
ties shall be cared for and healed.
But the efforts of the Democratic Party will

he, we fear, unequal to success, unless it can

combine all those who value the Union of the
States and the rights of the States above every
other consideration. Unless all these elements
of conservatism, in some respects incongruous,
can be united, the result of the Presidential
election in 1856 will be doubtful. Indeed, the
pamphleteer who has affirmed the nomination
of any candidate to be an equivalent to an

election, admits his error by declaring subse¬
quently, "if we fail to nominate him," [Mr.
Pierce,] " it will alienate our Northern friends
and leave the south in a state of helpless isola-
tion." This shows that so far from the nomi-

| nation of any candidate being equivalent to
an election, the nomination of a particular
individual is essential to the preservation of
the South from isolation, and of course to pre¬
serve the Democratic party from defeat, a

Democratic candidate is then required who will
stand upon and maintain the Nebraska Kan¬
sas act, and the Missouri repeal, and who can

unite upon that basis all the elements of con¬

servatism against the nefarious designs of the
Black Republicans.
A¦ there is at this lime no other party in the

field which occupies the same position with
the Democratic Party upon this question, the
Northern States can vote for no other than a

Democratic candidate.
With all our feelings interwoven with the

happiness and honor of the State from which
we are proud to deduce our lineage, and with
whose people we are allied by every considera¬
tion of affection and interest, we do not hesitate
to say that Virginia and the South requires at
this time a Northern candidate, because we re*

quire infiueuce at the North and because thou¬
sands at the North would maintain the rights of
the South, in the person of a Northern man,
who might hesitate to expose themselves to the
taint of supporting a candidate not only op¬
posed to the prejudices of the North but resid¬
ing in a different section of the Union.

It is immaterial to Democratic snocess in
Virginia, and the South, whether the Cincinnati
Convention nominate Mr. Pierce, Mr. Doug¬
las, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Wise, or any other
candidate standing upon a national platform.
If the Americans of the South shall adopt the
same platform, tbey will be valuable auxiliaries,
if needed in a contested election hefore Con¬
gress, and will rather excite emulation than
rivalry, if the contest shall be decided in the
open field.
We have shown that there is no obligation

of honor, requiring the South to renew the
commission of Mr. Pierce. It is equally ob¬
vious that the principles of the Kansas-Ne.
braska act, and the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, is by no means his personal prop¬
erty. It is well known that the** measures

originated with others. It ia well remembered
that the orgau of Mr. Pierce even criticized the
introduction of the Missouri repeal, and did
not come up to the maintainance of these
measures, until their most distinguished advo¬
cate iu the Senate had, like Cortez, burned his
ships, and staked his political existence upon
a successful assault against this ancient aud
obstinate error.

But such legislation was in fact inevitable
upon the first application of the Compromise
act, for, as Mr. Buchanan has atlirmed iu his
letter to the Union meeting of Philadelphia, in
September, 1850,

1 he defeat of the Wilmot proviso and the
passage of the fugitive slave law are all that
the South have obtained by the compromise.
I hey asked for the Missouri Compromise,which
it is known, that for one I was always willing
to concede, believing- this would be the most
just, equitable, and satisfactory arrangement
of the territorial question between the North
ani South ; but that ha* passed away"
The Nebraska act was, indeed, so obviously

a corollury from the compromise of 1850, that
many statesmen thought the regular result of
judicature would supersede the necessity of
special legislation. Upon this ground it re¬

ceived the support of many. It would not,
therefore, bo just to claim for Mr. Pierce or

any other individual the merit of a measure

which originated without Executive recommen¬

dation in the legislative department, aud which
has been confirmed by the people. It would
be surely no State Rights doctrine, that sover¬

eign States which have introduced, and carried
this great measure, should prostrate themselves
in gratitude at the footstool of the Federal
Executive. The homage, if due at all, should
rather come the other way.

1 he South, then, being in no doubt whatever,
but certain to vote for any Democratic nominee
upon this Democratic platform, it becomes of
great importance to select some nominee who
can carry the Northern States, by conciliating,
harmonizing, and uniting in his support all
the elemeuts of opposition to the Black Re¬
publican and Abolition candidate.
Our opinion upon this point is all well known.

We mean not to disparage any of the nume¬

rous distinguished Democrats, worthy of high
honor to be conferred at Cincinnati.
We mean by no means to threaten or in¬

sinuate that we will not cast our influence in
favor of the candidate who may be chosen, but
we should be derelict to our duty to the coun¬

try, and to our own conscientious convictious,
if we did not declare that the Democracy of
the South having tested the devotion of Mr.
Buchanan to their rights, may consistently,
honorably, and advantageously support him as

their most eligible and appropriate nominee.
lo demonstrate this proposition, a short re¬

cital of historical fads iu (onnection with this
eminent st&tosmiin will tjo ncccssftry,

1 he houorablo James Buchanan has been
identified with the Democratic party in all the
fierce conflicts with its formidable antagonists,
National Whigs, and the various hostile com¬

binations, which have since their dispersion as¬

sailed it. He stood by Jackson in his perilous
contest- with the most formidable opposition
which any American Administration has ever

encountered. lie sustained the Democratic
party against the monetary influence of the
commercial emporium of his own State, and
aided not only in prostrating a great fiscal
agent, whose advantages were most sensibly
felt by his own fellow-citizens, but in the
establishment of another system, intended to

deprive every commercial community of the
incidental advantages resulting from the fede¬
ral depositcs, and thus effectually separating
the Government of the country from the man¬

agement of the banks.
He made distinct and immediate opposition

to Mr. Van Buren, when the latter proposed to
mislead and commit the Democratic Party to
the insidious endorsement of free labor and
free soil. He did not hesitate to express his
opposition to the abolition of slavery iu the
District of Columbia. He denounced the
transmission of incendiary publications through
the mail.
He advocated the admission of Texas with a

knowledge that she retained the right of sub¬
division into several States, with the right of
admission into the Union with or without the
institution of slavery, as the people should de¬
termine.

lie was the resolute advocate of the war

with Mexico, and sanctioned the treaty by
which we acquired an extent of territory val¬
uable not lens for the enlarged field of settle¬
ment and dispersion, open to our enterprising
people, than for those natural treasures in
which all have participated. He teas the Jirst
public man who proposed the extension of the
Mittovri line across this Territory, that there
might be an harmonious partition of a common

property between the people of tho United
States who hud acquired it. These are some
of the acts which James Buchanan has per¬
formed for the good of the Democratic Party
and the protection of Southern rights. But that
he might found his claims to public confidence
upon even higher ground than mere devotion to
theinterestsofa party,howsoever patriotic, when
the insane conflicts of sectionalism had wrap¬
ped the fabric of our liberties in flames, for¬
getting all the antipathies of sections and of
party, he united with Clay and Clayton, with
Webster und Crittenden, with Fillmore and
Cass, with Foote and Clemens, and gave to
the country that series of measures known as

the Compromise, which restored peace and pre¬
served the Union.
We have recently learned that an insiduous

effort has been made to impair the confidence
of the South in his efficiency and fidelity upon
the ground that he has not participated in the
debate or votes upon the questions of Nebraska
and Kansas.

It cannot be matter of fair reproach that he
has not been battling in the Senate of the
United States when he was absent in the ser¬

vice of the country. It is fortunate for the
Democratic Party that its record of action upon
the important subject involved has been so

brilliant at home and abroad; and this, to a

fair extent, is due to the agency of its foreign
representatives.
The opinions of Mr. Buchanan upon the Ne¬

braska Kansas Uw and the repeal of the Mis¬
souri line, have been perfectly consistent with
those principles so long and so fearlessly ad¬
vanced, and acted on by him. We have shown
that as early as 1852, he had expressed the
opinion, in which other eminent publicists have
concured, that the Missouri line was obliterated

by the Compromise of 1850, but he ban dis¬
tinctly and emphatically declared that the re¬

peal of the Miiwouri Compromise aud the
principle of 8tate and popular sovereignty em¬

bodied in the Nebraska Kansas law, must

stand as the settled law upon that subject. We

quote from bit letter to the Hon. Mr. Slidell,
of Louisiana.

1 he question has been settled by Congress,
and this settlement should be inflexibly main¬
tained. I he Missouri Compromise is gone and
gone forever. But no assault should be made
upon those democrats who maiutaiued it,
provided they are now willing in good faith to
maintain the settlement as it exists. Such an

understanding is wise and" just in itself.
It is well known how 1 labored in company

with southern men to have this Tine extended
to the Pacific ocean. But it has departed.
1 he time for it has passed away, and I verily
believe that the be6t.nay, the only.mode
now left of putting down the fanatical and
reckless spirit of abolition at the North is to
adhere to the existing settlement without
the slightest thought or appearance ofwavering,
and without regarding any storm which may be
raised against it."
W e presume that no Southern man can ob¬

ject to this declaration as perfectly satisfactory.
Nor could the most captious complain that he
could not be at Washington aud at St. James
at the same time. As well might the friends
of this venerable aud distinguished statesmau

object to his competitors that they did not bat¬
tle with him for the admission of Texas, or for
the extension of the Missouri Compromise line
across California.

But there is even as strong, and perhaps
equally effectual, a declaration made by the
friends of Mr. Buchanan in the great State of
I cnnsylvania, endorsing his position and
pledging with enthusiasm the true Democracy
of that noble commonwealth to their mainte¬
nance. We make no apology for publishing
entire, and calling the especial attention ofthe
citizens of Virginia aud the South, to the dis¬
tinct and unequivocal resolutions adopted by
the late Pennsylvania Democratic State Con¬
vention at Ilarrisburg, commending the Hon.
James Buchanan as the nation's choice for
President, and adopted unanimously and with
enthusiasm:

Resolved, That by the general consent of the
wise and virtuous of all nations, tho framers of
the Republic of the United States, exhibited
in their individual characters and in the result
ot their public deliberations, a degree of virtue
and a practical statesmanship, to which the
history of the world affords no parallel; that in
no part ofthe Federal compact is the wisdom
o/ 01irJathers more conspicuous, than in leav¬
ing the whole question of slaven/ to the States
in their separate capacities, and that in the pro¬
vision for the redelivery offugitives escaped
Jrom labor or service, they demonstrated a sense

of justice, an appreciation of the value of the
Imon, an attachment to its preservation, an
avoidance of one sided philanthropy and im
practicable theories of government, which pre¬
sent a proper example for the guidance and
imitation oj us their descendants.

Resolned, That we look only to the Consti¬
tution, and the exposition thereof which has
been afforded by the practices ot Democratic
administrations, for the chart of our policy

hut these constitute, until the fundamental
law is changed by methods which itself pro¬
vides, the highest law of our obedience as citi¬
zens; and that we utterly discard that partial
and exaggerated sympathy, the attempt to car¬

ry which into practice is at the peril of our
dearer interests as a nation, and threatens the
infliction of evils of tenfold magnitude to those
which it proposes to heal.

Resolved, That the equality of the States is
the vital element of the Constitution itself, and
that all interference with the rights of the
Mates, by those who seek to disregard the sa¬
cred guarantees of the past, and by all others,
should be rebuked with the same spirit that
would denounce and repudiate all attempts to
erect odious distinctions between those who are
entitled to share the blessings and benefits of
our free institutions.

Resolved, That the effort to direct the mwer

of the government by anti-slavery agitations,
'he various names and phases of Free-

.Wmtji, Anti-Nebraskaism, Fusionism, and
Republicanism, aud by interfering with the
rights of conscience in establishing a reliqwus
test as a qual,fcation for office, bv the secret
oath bound society of the Know-Nothinqs, is
opposed both to the letter and the spirit of the
Constitution, and to the earnest teachings and
practice qf its earliest and most honored ad¬
ministrations.

Revolved, That 1/1 the repeal of the act known
as the Missouri Compromise Act, and the jhis-
sage of the act organizing the TerrUories of
Kansas and Nebraska, free from unconstitu¬
tional restrictions, the last Congresi performed
a work of patriotic sacrifice, in meeting the de¬
mands of the sectional excitement by unshaken
adherence to the fundamental law.

. Resolved, That this legislation cannot be
deemed unnecessary, but that it was expedient
to meet the questions of which it disposed, and
which could never admit of a more easy settle¬
ment than at present. That we recognize in it
the application to the Territories of the United
Stales of the ride of "equal and exact, justice
to all meif,'' of ull tectums of the confederacy,
which was designed by theframers of our gov¬
ernment, and which was defined as one of its
essential principles by the immortal Jefferson.

Resolved, That the Democracy of j'ennsyl-
vania, following the. counsel of some of the
wisest statesmen of the North and South, were

ready on more than one occasion in the past to
extend the Missouri Compromise line to the Pa¬
cific, so as to make it the basis of a final set¬
tlement of the question of slavery in the Terri-
iories ; but when this proposition was injected,
in 1848, on the ground that it involved an un¬
due concession to the South, by the very men
who now clamorfor a restoration of the Mis¬
souri line, there seemed to be but one trise alter¬
native left, and that %cas to refer the whole
question of slavery in the territories to the peo¬ple thereof, to be regulated as they may aenn
proper; and we, therefore, cheerfully extend
our hearty support to the policy of the govern¬
ment as recognized in the Compromise Measures
of 1850, and emltodied in the laws organizing
the TerrUories of Kansas and Nebraska.

Resolved, That unetring indications point
to the Hon. James Bociiaxaw.distinguished
alike by his high personal character, his tried
Democracy, his great alnJities, experience, and
eminent statesmanship.as the nation's choice
for the office of President of the United States,for the term commencing on the 4th of March,1857 ; and that we do hereby instruct our dele¬
gates to the National Convention to assemble in
Cincinnati, in June next, to use their efforts to
tent re him the nomination of that office.

Surely such declarations, sustained by a

statesman so slncrre and so consistent, and
backed by the electoral votes of the great Key-
atone Commonwealth, must constitute a pledge
and a guarantee sufficient to satisfy the most

exacting.
At the same lime it constitutes no objection

that he has not exasperated his political oppo¬
nents who agree with him upon the great
issue, whilst they differ with him upon subor¬
dinate questions, that he has not even offended
members of his own party by discrimination
or neglect; that he cannot have gorged one-

half of his party with office whilst he has de¬
nied the other a fair participation. In a word,
that he has stood by this Democratic flag in the

glory of conquest and in the dust of defeat;
and has always protected that powerful and
patriotic iutereat in the South which has con¬
tributed so much to maintain the union of the
States and the ascendancy of the Democratic
party.
But we do not recite these services as con¬

stituting any claim for peculiar compensation.
their reward has consisted in their success; yet
when the South comes to declare who is Out
most efficient representative of their political
opinions and sectional interests, it is proper to
remember that he has been tried and found
true through a long, faithful, and consistent
term of public service.

It was for this cause that Virginia gave Mr.
Buchanan her support in the Presidential con¬

vention of 1862, when she adhered to him,
until her duty to the NationaI'Democracy de¬
manded that she should bestow it upon a

nominee then altogether unexceptionable and
comparatively unknown.

Since that period be has been called by the
President to represent our interests at the
Court of Great Britain, and although by the
withdrawal of the Fishery question frc*m our

unudjusted differences with that power, his ne¬

gotiations were deprived of a powerful argu¬
ment of reciprocity, be yet evinced no discon¬
tent at this implied imputation upon his capa¬
city. He represented faithfully the views of
the Administration at the conference of Os-
tend. Ho resisted the pretensions of England,
entailed by the entangling alliance of the Clay-
ton-Bulwer convention. He demanded ac¬

knowledgment and reparation at the hands of
Great Britaiu for her deliberate and offensive
infractions of our neutrality laws, as well as of
her own solemn treaties ; and he now returns
from tbat eminent and responsible position,
having faithfully performed every duty com¬

mitted to him by the Government of his coun¬

try.
It is an usual and almost unmeaning decla¬

ration, that men who have devoted their lives
to the political services of their country are

averse to receive its highest honors; but Mr.
Buchanan lias given the most conclusive evi-
deuce that he desires to retire from the toil
and responsibilities of office, by his repeated
withdrawal from stations not only gratifying
to his ambition, but valuable in affording
facilities of higher" advancement. From this
retirement, lie has invariably responded to the
call of his country or of its government.

His present prominent position is not of his
seeking. It is the spontaneous impulse of the
popular mind turning in the hour of strife, am¬

bition, and fanaticism, to one who treads the
stage amongst the la«t and the greatest of a

departing race of statenien. It is the a ffec-
tionale demand of the substantial masses of
his own State, that he whom they have sup¬
ported with such constant unanimity through
so long and so eventful a period, should post¬
pone the retirement upon which he has deter¬
mined to the last and the highest service ho
can render to them and to the nation.
He comes with no power of patronage, wilh

no skill of intrigue. His sole strength con¬

sists in the integrity of his character, the ex¬

tent of his experience, and the superior ability
of his mind.
He will be hailed by men of every grade of

opinion as a -moderate, conservative, national
statesman, an able, experienced, and honest
man. He has secured the trust, and won the
approbation of his countrymen. He has in¬
vested in the confidence of the country tho
honest accumulation of a life of hoflbrable
service. This it will be his duty to maintain,
without diminition, as the solace of his age|
and the assurance of the future. It will not
be for him to jeopardize this precious deposite,
by reckless speculations upon the public trust
confided to him, to repair a broken political
fortune, nor to strike out at the risk of destruc¬
tion to the Union new measures for his own

personal aggrandizement. There can bo no

danger tnat he will intrigue for a second term,
who does not solicit even the first. There will
be no danger that he will seek to turn tho ves¬

sel of State upon a piratical cruise, when he
has freighud h$r with so many, and such
splendid acquisitions. No, let others adore the
false gods of ambition. For him and his house,
they will worship in the temple of the Union,'
and pursue the path traced by the fathers of
of our liberty and of the Constitution

Such a man will unite the support of tbe
National Democratic Party, lie will enlist
the suffrages of every conservative patriot who
is willing to postpone the discussion of ques¬
tions involving the mere expediency of admin¬
istration, to the great object of restoring tbe
harmony and perpetuating the duration of the
Government itself. He will receive the sup¬
port of National Whigs, whose hearts, softened
by the Democratic justice accorded to the
memory and motives of Henrt Ci.at, will
testify their appreciation of this magnanimous
spirit by casting their votes for one who vsi
ever the antagonist of that great man, in opin¬
ion, but hir associate in every measure neces¬

sary for the defence and welfare of their
common country. He will rcceive the support
of the Southern States, because he has acquir¬
ed their confidence, without having incurred
the hatred or suspicion of the North, and
whilst they rally around and rely upon him as

a true exponent and protcctor of their interests,
the noble Commonwealth of Virginia will has¬
ten to show that in her magnanimous surrender
of her first choice in 1852, she was actuated by
the same lofty motive which impels her to be.
stow her support upon him in 1856.the
maintenance of her rights, the preservation of
the Union, and the good of the Democratic
Republican Party.
partial kclipkk op TIIK MOOIV.
A correspondent of the National Intclligcn-

cer says:
" The moon will enter the earth's shadow on

Saturday night., April 19, or rather on Sunday
morning, at twenty-six minutes past 2 o'clock,
and at four o'clock there will be mora than
seven-tenths of her disk obscured. Mars will
then be near his setting point, a little to the
south of west. During this eclipse the moon
will be in the southwestern part of the heavens,
accompanied by the bright star Spies Virginis.
About the hour of sunrise she will have com¬

pleted her passage through the umbra and
pone down with her fair companion to the
chamber* of the west."

t&T The President has pardoned Csptain
Charles Kehrman, who was convicted in Bos¬
ton some time since, on the charge of being in
command of the American brig Glamorgan,which vessel was captured on the ooast of
Africa in 1854.


